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REPORTS:

Director of Public Works-No Report
Police — No Report

Fire — No Report

Building Commissioner - No Report
Finance Report—No Report

PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS: NONE

BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL: NONE

_ UNFINISHED BUSINESS: NONE

NEW BUSINESS:

1.

Ordinance No. 2023-3: Ordinance Establish Petty Cash Fund: ‘Whereas the Town of
Griffith desires to establish a Petty Cash Fund and now therefore it be ordained by the
Council of the Town of Griffith, Lake County, Indiana. Petty Cash amounts as follows:
Clerk Treasurer: $500.00

Police Department: $400.00

Senior Center: $200.00

Council Member Tony Hobson gave the first reading for 2023-3.

Resolution No. 2023-4: Approving a 75% Reduction in Permit Fees for the Griffith
Public Schools Corporation, this is something we do every vear and present it, Council
Member Larry Ballah made a motion that we adopt this Resolution to reduce the fees for
the schools, seconded by Council Member Melissa Robbins, all in favor, Motion
Carried.

Resolution No. 2023-9: A Resolution by the Town Council of Griffith, Lake County
Indiana for the employer to pick up the Mandatory Member Confribution to the 1977
Fund, whereas the Town Council of the Town of Griffith, as been informed and advised
that the current cost of the 1977 Police officers and Firefighters pension and disability
fund is 17 and one half percent of the certified Salary to be paid by the employer and six
percent of the certified salary to be paid by the member, whereas the Town Council
acknowledges that 1.C. 5-10.2-3-2 authorizes employers to pick up and pay all of or part
of the members’ mandatory contributions, whereas the Town Council elects to pick up
the Griffith police officer members’ six percent mandatory contribution. Couneil
Member Melissa Robbins made a motion to approve Resolution 2023-9, seconded by
Council Member Tony Hobson, all in favor, Motion Carried.

Ordinance No. 2023-5: Amending Town Ordinance No. 2022-42, An Ordinance
establishing Salary and Wages of the Town of Griffith for 2023, Repealing all
Ordinances and Town code sections, or parts thereof, in conflict herewith, and all
matters related hereto, this amends to add a part time social worker that is funded with a
Grant, and the six percent of the members’ mandatory contribution for participation.
the 1977 Police Officers and Firefighters pension and Disability Fund as a new money
pick up. Council Member Melissa Robbins made a motion 1o suspend the rules,
seconded by Cotmeil Member Tony Hobson, roll call taken, Jim Marker absent, Larry
Ballah, in favor, Rick Ryfa, in favor, Melissa Robbins, in favor, Tony Hobson, in favor,
rules suspended, Council Member Melissa Robbins made a motion to approve Ordinance
No. 2023-5, seconded by Council Member Tony Hobson, all in favor, Motion Carried.
Resolution No. 2023-6 Transfer Appropriations: Transfer appropriations from — to,
totally $19,511.51. Council Member Tony Hobson made a motion to allow for the
transfer of appropriations, seconded by Council Member Melissa Robbins, all in favor,
Motion Carried.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

the INDOT requirements. This would be using local labor a construction company here
in Town will be doing the road construction, we’re required after the project is
completed to partially remove the temporary road and that number includes that partial
removal afterwards. We will be using IBEW licensed electricians for the hookup.
INDOT required to put in traffic management devices, to wam people driving North on
Cline, that people will be working 50 feet to 80 feet off of Cline Avenue. The final is the
associated pricing increases that we’ve had since August. Which now the total request is
$92,594.00, bringing the total price of the project $520,933.00, however there is always
a silver lining, in August it was discussed and announced that we heard rumors the
Inflationary Reduction Act was going o be passed, and not for profits that do not
normally file taxes would be included, now knowing for sure, and even though the price
went up, the Town will receive a rebate check from the Federal Government for
$150,000.00 plus 30% of the fees which are not included in the contracted price so
altogether we will get about $175,000.00 rebate, we will have to file taxes for the first
#ime becanse the IRS is administrating this, there will be a special form for cities and
towns that have never filed taxes before to file taxes for this rebate check. This will be
filed in January by April 15, 2024, the rebate will be received by June 15, 2024,
assuming we complete the project in 2023. The good news is we’ve reduced the cost by
$175,000.00 altogether that couldn’t have been guaranteed summer. We are still getting
a six year payback, saving our community $1.4 million dollars in round nambers over
the 25 year warrants of the life of the system and our return on investment by taking the
$520,000.00 and put in the bank getting a 14.79% return. About &-14 weeks out on
ordering materials. Council President Rick Ryfa asked about the permits, Lake Coastal
Permit, Breeden stated three aftorneys from the DNR reviewed the permit, two attorneys
signed off the third attorney would not, the Federal Coastal Waters has to approve before
we can approve, this is the final agency that is reviewing. Andy Raab stated to be clear
the Army Corps have not signed off on because they are waiting on the final approval.
Purchase of Vehicle for PD: The Griffith Police Department would like to purchase 2
2023 GMC Tetrain, for $35,000.00. Council Member Tony Hobson made a motion
allowing the PD to use CAGIT funds to purchase the vehicle, seconded by Council
Member Melissa Robbins, all in favor, Motion Carried.

Park Department requesting approval to purchase 2 vehicles not to exceed
$35,000.00 per vehicle: Council Member made a motion to continue this, seconded by
Council Member Melissa Robbins, all in favor, Motion Carried.

Town of Griffith MS4Stormwater Quality Management Plan: The Town is required
to submit this plan, Council Member Tony Hobson made a motion that we adopt the
February 8, 2023 Storm Water Quality Management Plan, also in the motion to allow
our Town Council President Rick Ryfa to sign the annual report, seconded by Couneil
Member Melissa Robbins, all in favor, Motion Carried. Mr. Raab gave a summary of the
MS4, Raab stated IDEM issued a new permit for Stormwater every five years. The Town
is required to abide by the changes. Update Stoxmwater quality management plan.
Basically every five years make the necessary changes that IDEM wants to see in the
program, we are an MS4 community, we are required to complete an annual report, a
water characterization update. IDEM wants to have clean, like we all do, clean streams,
Everything we do we want to make sure we’re improving our storm water quality, which
is part of the plan, educate the community as well, checking and inspecting outfalls
making sure we are not polluting our waters.

2023 Griffith Events: The events which inctude the Market, which will start in May on
Frideys and go thru September, BluesFest: June 231 24t 95% Rock Rail: Labor Day
weekend, August 315, September 1%,2%4,& 3%4, Oktoberfest: October gho 7t g Park
Full of Art, The Symphony, Fall Harvest Fest, Safety Day: September 9%, Council
Member Melissa Robbins made & motion to approve and allow the Town to serve and
sell alcohol at the Town Events, seconded by Council Member Tony Hobson, Ryfa state
our events are Central Market, Bluesfest, Rock N Rail and Oktoberfest, all in favor,
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