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Item #4 Vennequity Lake Shore LLC, by Garv Warfel: Rensselaer Place. Final Approval on a 4-lot
subdivision for the construction of 3 duplex homes and 1 quadplex home.

Mr. Gary Warfel appeared before the Commission. Mr. Warfel stated there are no changes to the plans. Mr.
Dammarell clarified per Ordinance section 86-193 additional engineering review will be required. Mr.
Dammarell asked if Mr. Warfel has received a CLOMR. Mr. Warfel stated it has not been started yet. Mr.
Bubala made a motion granting Vennequity Lake Shore LLC, by Galy Warfel; Rensselaer Place final
approval on a 4-1ot subdivision for the construction of 3 duplex homes and 1 quadplex home. Motion was
seconded by Mr. Stassin. Mr. Maglish abstained from vote. Five members voted in favor, motion carried.

Item #5 Jessica Nix: Central Park. 600 N. Broad St. Final Site Plan review for Central Park
Ball Field Improvements.

Park Board Member: Tony Terzarial appeared before the Commission. Mr. Bubala asked if there have been
any changes since last month. Mr. Terzarial stated there has not. Mr. Ballah asked when the project would
start, Mr. Terzarial stated they would like to begin as soon as possible. Mr. Stassin asked what the timeline is.
Mr. Terzarial stated he was unsure. There are already plans in place for next season with the Town of
Schererville. Mr. Ballah asked if the fields will be used next summer. Mr. Terzarial stated they will not. Mr.
Stassin made a motion granting Final Site Plan Approval to Jessica Nix; Central Park 600 N. Broad St., for
Ball Field Improvements. Motion was seconded by Mr. Bubala. All favored, motion carried.

Item #6 Mance Consulting, LLC/Greg Mance, 200 Ave B. Public Hearing to rezone from OS:
Open Space to Il: Light Industrial.

Mr. Don Torrenga appeared before the Commission on behalf of Mr. Mance. Mr. Ballah asked if Mr. Mance
has a letter from the property allowing him to speak on behalf of the property. Mr. Torrenga stated there is an
agreement. Mr. Ballah asked that the agreement is submitted. Mr. Maglish asked if Marathon has provided
an agreement yet. Mr. Torrenga stated they have not. Mr. Maglish asked if a large area of trees will come
down for the development. Mr. Torrenga stated that was correct. Mr. Maglish asked if the lot will be gravel.
Mr. Torrenga stated that was correct. Mr. Ballah then opened the Public Hearing portion of the meeting. Mr.
Ryfa asked if all notifications and publication were done. Attorney Schwerd stated both legal advertisement
and public notices were done and are compliant. Mr. George Tagler; 425 S Griffith Blvd.stated he is against
the proposal and has concerns about light pollution and neighborhood safety. He added that he doesn't want
to look at RV's from his backyard. Mr. George Tagler also complained that he felt all neighbors did not receive
the notice and the sign on the property is too small. Mr. Maglish asked Mr. Tagler if he had received the
notice. Mr. Tagler stated he did. Mr. David Shutz; 114 Ave B stated he is against the proposal for all the same
reasons as Mr. Tagler. Mr. Carl Gora; 120 W Ave B, questioned if there will be a fence and stated he is against
the proposal for all the previous reasons mentioned. Mr. Ballah stated there will be a chain-link fence with
slats. Mr. Ryfa asked if any of the residents present have tried to purchase the land. The residents collectively
stated they didn't know it was for sale. Mr. Ballah then closed the Public Hearing portion of the meeting. Mr.
Ryfa made a favorable recommendation to the Town Council for Mance Consulting, LLC/Greg Mance; 200
W Ave B to rezone the property from OS; Open Space to Il; Light Industrial contingent upon: Receipt of
authorization of purchase agreement and authorization from Marathon allowing use of the property. Motion
was seconded by Mr. Ballah. Mr. Maglish voted against; Mr. Marker abstained from voting. Four members
voted in favor, motion carried. Mr Ryfa asked if Town Council has the final decision on this item. Attorney
Schwerd stated that was correct.

NEW BUSINESS

Item #1 Mance Consulting LI.C/ Greg Mance: 200 W Ave B. Requesting final approval on a 1-
lot subdivision to develop land to be used as a secure RV storage facility and construct a pole
barn. (Preliminary approval granted through Minor Subdivision Committee on 9/3/2025).

Mr. Don Torrenga appeared on behalf of Greg Mance. Mr. Torrenga stated the notes regarding the side yard,
front yard, detention pond, easement, and right-of-way have been addressed. Mr. Ryfa asked Attorney
Schwerd and Mr. Dammarell for comments. Mr. Dammarell stated after review he recommends approval of
a 1-lot subdivision. Mr. Ryfa made a motion granting Mance Consulting, LLC/ Greg Mance; 200 W Ave B
final approval on a 1-lot subdivision to develop land to be used as a secure RV storage facility and
construction of a pole barn. Motion was seconded by Mr. Stassin. Mr. Marker abstained from voting, Mr.
Maglish voted against. Mr. Ryfa requested a roll call vote. Mr. Ballah; in favor, Mr. Bubala; in favor, Mr.
Maglish, against, Mr. Stassin; in favor, Mr. Ryfa; in favor, Mr. Marker; abstain. Four members voted in favor,
motion carried.

Item #2 Mance Consulating, LLC/Greg Mance: 200 W Ave B. Preliminary Site Plan review for
the construction of an RV storage facility and construct a pole barn.

Mr. Torrenga stated final engineering is not complete. Mr. Stassin questioned the proposed lighting. Mr.
Torrenga stated that it has not been done yet, but it will follow the ordinance. Mr. Marker asked if the lighting
will be LED. Mr. Torrenga stated it would and overflow lighting will have shields; KSA Lighting will handle
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o To obtain a zoning change the Petitioners are required under the Town of Griffith
Zoning.

Ordinance and the Indiana Code §36-7-4-603, to demonstrate the following:

The request is consistent with the comprehensive plan.

The current conditions and the character of current structures and uses in each
district will be maintained because the structures have been built or will be built
to applicable standards.

The zoning change for this property does contain the most desirable uses for
which the land can be adapted because the redevelopment of the property should
not negatively impact on the surrounding residential uses.

The proposed zoning change will preserve the conservation of property values
throughout the Town because the land will be developed to current standards and
will be in active use; and

The change in zoning of the property is more compatible with the surrounding
properties and reflects responsible growth and development.

6. Mr. Ryfa made a motion that a favorable Recommendation be made to the Town Council
to grant Mance Consulting, LLC, Petition to rezone the Property from OS Open Space to
L1 Light Industrial. The Motion was seconded by Mr. Ballah. A vote was taken; Mr.
Maglish voted against the recommendation; Mr. Marker abstained from voting. Mr.
Ballah, Mr. Ryfa, Mr. Bubala and Mr. Stassin voted in favor of the recommendation.
Motion carried.

The Plan Commission then made the following Findings:

a.

The proposed change is in conformance with the general intent of the
comprehensive master plan. It was never the intention of the Town to leave the
property OS Open Space forever, as that would not be in the Town’s interest. The
Comprehensive Plan provides for the orderly development of the Town, which the
proposed development would do.

An amendment to the requirements of Chapter 86 of the Zoning Ordinance is
warranted by the fact that there is little chance for residential development due to
the location of the property next to the railroad, and between a pipeline and Town
of Griffith Water Department. The overall conditions and character and use of the
property surrounding the proposed development will be maintained. Further,
rezoning the property would bring tax dollars to the Town to the benefit of all
residents.

The use proposed will not be detrimental to present and potential surrounding
usages and reflects responsible growth and development thereby being a benefit
to the Town by bringing in tax revenues and giving citizens a location to store
RVs.

The rezoning contributes to the growth and vitality of the Town while conserving
the property values of the surrounding property. The property development will
be done in accordance with the Town’s landscape ordinance to preserve the
adjacent property values.
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