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significant landscaping improvements and drainage improvements. Mr. Tiemens said that there will be no
exterior building additions or improvements. Mr. Larry Ballah asked Mr. Jake Ballah if he needed to further
look at the plans. Mr. Jake Ballah replied, no and requested to have a discussion with Mr. Tiemens afterwards.
Mr. Ryfa made a motion to grant a Final Site Plan approval for proposed site changes to the existing parking
lot (landscape & stormwater). Motion was seconded by Mr. Maglish. All favored, motion carried.

Item #7 Duneland Group: 305 W. Ridge Rd., by Charlie Ray, Preliminary Site Plan Review for the
construction of an automotive service station. Owner has acquired additional property to the south, would
like to be removed from the agenda. Mr. Bubala made a motion to remove Petitioner from agenda. Moetion
was seconded by Mr. Maglish. All favored, motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS

Item #1 Best Tires; 611 E. Main St., by James Berry, for Change of Use for Vehicle Sales at current
business. James Berry appeared before the Commission. Mr. Berry stated that he would like to have the
ability to add vehicles sales to his current business location. Mr. Larry Ballah asked if there was parking
available for these vehicles and Mr. Berry replied, yes. Mr. Berry said he would like to keep (5) vehicles on
the property for sale. Mr. Berry stated that he is renting the lot next to his business to stage the vehicles that
need to be worked on. Mr. Ryfa asked if he has a clear perimeter for staging. Mr. Berry replied yes and the
vehicles would be behind the dumpster area and where they are located on the map provided. Mr. Schwerd
stated that if this Change of Use is for Mr. Berry to only have (5) vehicles for sale at a time, he would like
Mr. Jake Ballah to create a legal description of where the vehicles can be located. Mr. Ryfa stated that the
number of vehicles should not be limited if Mr. Berry has the area to store them Mr. Berry said that he would
also apply for a new business license for a name change to his business. Mr. Ryfa made a motion to grant
Change of Use to add used cars sales, provided that the vehicle sales occur in the area described on the map
Mr. Berry provided. Motion was seconded by Mr. Maglish. All favored, motion carried.

Item #2 Jessica Nix; Central Park, 600 N. Broad St., Preliminary Site Plan Review for Central Park Ball
Field Improvements. Anthony Terzarial, Griffith Park Board member, appeared before the Commission.
Mr. Terzarial stated the project would include the following improvements: all (3) fields would receive
updated surface treatments, turf infields for major and minor fields, updated concessions, press box
modernization, new fencing and dugout shelters. The existing playground area will be improved to cater to
2—5-year-old children. There will also be improvements to the underground drainage system, sporting level
lighting, PA system enhancements, pedestrian and American Disability Act compliance walkways. Mr.
Terzarial stated that the project timeline would go as follows; bidding to start at the end of October, bids due
end of November, contract will be awarded mid-December, construction would begin as early as spring 2026
and final completion of the project to be October 2026. Mr. Terzarial stated for the 2026 season, Babe Ruth
will be playing all games in Schererville, and all T-ball will be played at St. Mary’s. Mr. Larry Ballah asked
if the fields are big enough to host tournaments. Mr. Terzarial stated their intention is to try to generate some
tournaments, but with only having (2) diamonds it will be hard to accommodate large tournaments. Mr.
Terzarial said that the board has also had discussions about softball playing there because pitching mounds
are removable. Mr. Bubala made a motion to grant Preliminary Site Plan approval for Central Park Ball
Field Improvements. Motion was seconded by Mr. Maglish. All favored, motion carried.

Ttem #3 Jesus Loe; 221 W._Ridge Rd., by Don Torrenga — Torrenga Engineering, Preliminary Site Plan
Review for EI Michoacano Restaurant. Don Torrenga, Torrenga Engineering, appeared before the
Commission, on behalf of Jesus Loe. Mr. Torrenga stated this is the old United Way building and it is east of Dairy
Queen. Mr. Torrenga stated there has been an issue with ingress and egress on the site. Mr. Torrenga said they want
to take a portion of the building down to create enough room on the west side of the building for two-way traffic. Mr.
Torrenga stated that there will be modifications to the building and parking lot. There is also a proposed detention area
at the back of the property. Mr. Torrenga stated that the utilities to service the building are all present. Mr. Larry Ballah
asked if the storm water detention area has been designed. Mr. Torrenga said that the storm water detention area is
designed, and everything that Mr. Jake Ballah asked for has been taken care of except for the Town of Griffith standards
that should be used on this project. Mr. Ryfa asked when the project would begin. Mr. Loe stated as soon as they can
get approval he would like to start on the project. Mr. Ryfa asked if everything in gray, on the drawings, was Mr. Loe’s
property, Mr. Torrenga said yes. Mr. Torrenga stated that during the construction, they are making a two-way, in and
out, entrance. Mr. Maglish asked how wide the two-way entrance would be. Mr. Torrenga stated 23° to split each way
— building to curb. Linda Angel, owner of Dairy Queen located at 221 W. Ridge Rd., asked what the definition of a 1°
wide curb cut is. Mr. Torrenga replied that it is a 1” curb cut as requested by Mr. Jake Ballah due to foreseeable storm
water problems and any water that falls on to the Dairy Queen property that cannot get to the drainage could drain onto
Mr. Loe’s property. Ms. Angel asked if there were going to be any trees removed and Mr. Torrenga said that a lot of
trees will be removed, but only the necessary ones. Ms. Angel asked if 23 is the standard for ingress and egress and
Mr. Torrenga stated that there is not a standard for that. Ms. Angel inquired with NIPSCO about the pole and was told
that it will not be moved, per NIPSCO. Mr. Jake Ballah stated that he would like to review the plans before Final Site
approval. Mr. Ryfa asked if Mr. Jake Ballah saw any adverse issues occurring on the adjacent property with this
development. Mr. Jake Ballah stated that from a quick look he did not see any issues. Mr. Ryfa made a motion to
grant Preliminary Site Plan approval for El Michoacano Restaurant. Motion was seconded by Mr. Bubala.
All favored, motion carried. Petitioner, Jesus Loe, asked the Plan Commission to suspend the rules to grant
Final Site Plan approval. Mr. Ryfa made a motion to suspend the rules. Motion was seconded by Mr.
Bubala. All favored, motion carried. Mr. Larry Ballah made a motion for roll call vote. Larry Ballah — in
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