                                             GRIFFITH PARKS and RECREATION BOARD

Minutes for the February 14, 2021, meeting:

The meeting was called to order at 7:15 pm. at the Town Hall, 111 N. Broad Street in Griffith, Indiana by – Tim Diamond. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present. 


The meeting was attended by the following members:

–Tim Diamond -Dan Perez-Sue Hoese -Tony Terzarial, John Volkman, School Board Liaison -Rich Powell Park Director.

Tim announces that they will open up the floor for nominations.

Dan Perez motions to nominate Tim Diamond as President, Sue Hoese seconds, Tim accepts.

Sue Hoese motion to nominate Dan Perez as Vice President, Dan Perez seconds, Sue accepts

Tony Terzarial motions to nominate Sue Hoese as Treasurer, Tim seconds, Sue accepts

Dan Perez motions to nominate Tony Terzarial and Secretary, Sue seconds, Tony accepts.


Tim states the December and January meeting did not meet quorum therefore we must approve the minutes and claims from those months

Tony made a motion to accept those minutes, Tim seconds, motion approved

Sue makes a motion for the claims from December’s meeting in the amount 6,985.37 to be approved. Tony seconds that motion, claims approved

Sue makes a motion for the claims from January in the amount of 13,543.64 to be approved Tony seconds that motion, claims approved

Sue said the current Parks account balance is at 91,355.63 the balance at the beginning of the month was 97,401.26

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Tim Diamond announced that the next Park Board meeting will be held on March 14, 2021 at 7 pm.  A study session will occur at 6 P.M., and a follow-up meeting will take place after the regularly scheduled meeting if needed.

He reminded residents to please call the police non-emergency number at 911 if any graffiti, damage or questionable behavior is seen in any of the Town parks.

General comments and questions regarding the parks or bike path can be directed to griffithparks@griffith.in.gov

CORRESPONDENCE:  

Tim Diamond Reports the Following:

Anthony Laruca is the head guy for our handball courts. He has a run a couple tournaments with some of the best guys in the world. He won an award for volunteer of the year for handball. So a big shout out to him.

Tim said the NIRPC gives us 10-100 trees to plant around the town. They are Indiana Native trees. We try and not get too many because it is a lot of maintenance we are going to pass on this specific offering and come back to it maybe come fall.



Park Superintendent:  Rich Powell reported as follows:
 

· Serviced Mowers
· Cleaned all the vehicles
· Spent a couple weeks on snow removal


Tim asks Rich if they have any summer help returning from last season. Rich says he does not believe they have anyone returning and will be looking to hire some help for the summer months. Minimum age being 16. Tim says he will look to promote the hiring of this help. Rich said he prefers college kids who want to work.

Sue asks Rich about two specific bills to ask what they are from. She first asked about the Comcast bill and why it is an expense to them. Turns out the town provides Wi-fi at the Pavilion. She questions if that should be an expense the Park has to pay for. She also asks about a high-water bill and Rich says there was water in the pavilion left on overnight. 

Rich says the furnaces in the Central Park Pavilion got turned on in September and noticed that in December while doing some repairs that had been running that entire time. One month they paid almost 900 dollars to Nipsco. Rich put a lock on it in hopes this won’t happen again. 




School Board Liaison’s Report: John Volkmann reports as follows- 

The biggest thing happening in the schools right now is the current Referendum. That will be on the May ballot. Looking for 32.94 cents per 100 additional. Hired 17 new teachers, maintenance, bus drivers. Trying to maintain that once the funds run out in two years. If this referendum doesn’t pass, we will lose teachers and classrooms will get larger. They are also looking to expand Wadsworth by the receiving of bonds.








Imagine Griffith Report: 

Dan attended the January meeting they thanks the Parks for cleaning up the Christmas tree after the best year ever with tree sponsorships this year to date. 

Looking to do a theme in downtown this year’s theme idea is board games, being called “Come play in our Town”

There is a volunteer interested in maintaining our Little Libraries that will attend the next meeting




UNFINISHED BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD: 

Tim States that the trees have been trimmed up for our Woodland Story Walk and he has ordered the pedestals for the books. Russell Tree Service will go in and put in a makeshift path with mulch. So that is coming together well so far. Looking to add in some artwork and see if Imagine Griffith is interested in helping with that.

There are some concerned residents concerned with the cutting down of the trees most of those concerns have been resolved. There is a resident that is concerned about a stump in the wooded area that she believes is a hazard. 

Working on Cheever Park enhancements. Pickleball and Futsal will be separated there will be a permanent fence added to separate the two. Electrical for lights and power has been signed off on as well is the painting of the handball court wall. Trying to figure out the entry points of getting in and out of that space. Parking has not been signing of on quite yet things are still needed to be discussed. Tim said most of these things should be ready in the spring once the weather breaks and the ground is no longer frozen, we can get more finalized.

The left side of 39th ln Park will be mulched with some swings and a couple of other playground items added. Must be off the left due to the utility’s lines put in by Restaurant Depot.

The lot plan Gina gave to Tim of Tot Park which DNR won’t accept so Tim went and talked with Lake County and got them the exact lot plan and boundary map they needed to move forward with the project which will begin with new Basketball courts, bigger pavilion, new playground soft service, and a small Skate Park. Adding in some new parking. Looking to make its artsy with a musical type of theme. Had a discussion with the people designing the Skatepark about 5000 to 6000 square feet mini skatepark. 

John Volkmann asks what will happen with the Vest Storage facility near the Senior Center with the new Town Hall going up, inquires with Tim if he thinks they’d let Parks utilize it.



NEW BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD: None




NEW BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR: Non


Meeting Adjourned 8:12 pm

 


           	


















Attested:                                                                                                                                 

image1.emf
X

Danielle Reid

Recording Secretary


